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A New Year Thought 


By Mabel Webber Hall 


YEAR has gone, another come, 
In which to hark for distant hum, 
Of angel wings with Him; 
And as I list and wait with hope, 
May I no more in darkness grope, 
Nor eyes with tears bedim. 


Reds. By Donald Cun- 


] 


If I this year to Heaven go, 
With all the saints who love Him so, 
I know He'll welcome me; 
He'll give me all that’s for me best, 
And in His presence, ever blest, 
I'll live eternally. 


So, if I stay and work, or thrill 

To meet Him in the air, I will 
Be ever calm, serene; 

And, just because He loves me so, 

His will be mine, through weal or woe, 
Til there’s no veil between. 


ye 
Will 1953 Be a Better Year? 


Resolutions will not tame the tongue 
or curb the passions. They are like the 
“seven green withs” that Delilah used 
to bind Samson. At the first emergency, 
“he brake the withs, as a thread of tow 
is broken when it toucheth the fire” 
(Judges 16:9). Let human pride be 
stung to the quick, or the will thwarted, 
or appetites aroused, and man-made 
resolutions fall away like burnt string. 
But no believer in Christ need despair, 
or think that he has known the best that 


God has for him. One of Dr. E. J. Pace’s 
fine cartoons was drawn around this 
theme: “Not a new leaf to turn, but 
a new life to receive.” He meant it 
especially for unbelievers, but it has its 
message even for the redeemed, for God 
still has new and better things for every 
one of His sons and daughters. The 
Book of Hebrews, with its thirteen “bet- 
ter” blessings, is a what God 
would do for us, for He is always more 
His gifts upon us than 
What them can 
make this year better than all past years 
The re rance and realization of ich 
things as the followin (1) God's pri- 
mary will for us is that we should “grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”; there- 
fore let trial, temptation, per- 
plexity ec toward this end. (2) 
However well we may know our Bibles, 
there are still new Things fon 
cover in then 
and precepts to apply in 
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our own hearts, (3) However well we 
may have served the Lord, we ought to 
Him better. (4) Though we have 
with the Lord for years, and 

Him intimately, yet surely He 
would have still more of us and reveal 
Himself more fully, (5) Our hope is not 
in the new administration in Washing- 
ton, though that holds out much. prom- 
ise, but in the Lord, “which made heaven, 
and earth; the sea, and all that therein 
is: which keepeth truth for ever” (Psa. 
146: 6) (6) We e told to set our affec- 
thir bove, not on things on 

3:2 sorrow over 

ind our cherished 
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know 
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e walk in the Spirit 
will make all things 
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The Last Testament of Dr. Alexis Carrel 


This concludes the editorial begun in 
iews “Réflexions sur la 
Alexis Carrel, (Paris, Libraire Plon; 420 francs, plus postage 


don and which rev 


ssue by Ernest Gor- 
Vie,” by Dr. 
No English 


week’ 


Conduite de la 


last 


translation.) 


ERTAINLY “democracy” is condi- 
tioned by many factors which tend 
to imperil it. What does Dr. Carrel 

propose as remedial? 

Evidently he was of Roman Catholic 
provenance and seems, in a limited way, 
to have adhered to Catholicism. Madame 
Carrel tells us that he “died a Christian.” 
But it is obvious that his knowledge of 
New Testament Christianity was inade- 
quate. The central teaching of regenera- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Then they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another: and 
the Lord hearkened, and heard it, 
and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought 
upon his name” (Mal. 3:16). 




















birth, is unmentioned. 
He can but offer, as a way out of the 
blind alley of contemporary life, a re- 
turn to a Stoicism modified by modern 
knowledge. Yet he does say, “In truth 
our Civilization has forgotten that it is 
born of the blood of Christ” (p. 83). That 
was said in a laboratory of the Rocke- 
feller Institute on the East Side. It was 
more than the pulpit of the Rockefeller 
Riverside Church on the West Side of 
New York would acknowledge. 


tion, of the new 


First he would reform schoo] teaching. 
The theories of Durckheim and John 
Dewey are “disastrous pseudo-science” 
which should be rooted out, “these mod- 
dern dogmas of liberalism and amoral- 
ism. Moral training should have the 
primacy in education of young people. 
The generation which has grown up in 
these theories of John Dewey has proved 
itself poorly instructed, incapable, tricky, 
without character, or moral sense, Col- 
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leges and universities occupy them- 
selves with the culture of the intelli- 
gence. But this is not equivalent to the 
culture of the soul. The soul surpasses 
the intelligence in every way. 

“Drinking, smoking, overeating result 
in scleroses of veins, glands, and nerv- 
ous system, in organic decay, and pre- 
cocious senility. Occupation of leisure 
time with interminable talk, card-play- 
ing, dancing, movie-going, stupefies the 
intelligence. How are we to escape the 
harmful influence of the world of today? 

“By adapting ourselves to a regimen 
similar to that of the Stoics and of the 
early Christians; to identifying our- 
selves with those who have the same 
ideals and who are willing to submit 
themselves to a strict discipline. Thus 
to refuse to listen to radio lies, to extract 
from newspapers only what is useful for 
knowledge, to read only articles and 
books: by those whose honesty and com- 
petence is recognized, to inform oneself 
in the techniques of propaganda in order 
to defend oneself against it. In short, 
to be resolutely nonconformist.” 

But that is the Puritan ideal. That is 
what our churches were organized to be, 
salt of the earth. “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world.” 
They are, or should be, cells of right 
living, of serious thought, of Christian 
fellowship and mutual moral support. 
Dr. Carrel had apparently net come in 
_ contact with them and their aims and 
standards, 

And this is why the churches should 
purge out the old leaven of worldliness 
and unbelief, which would weaken their 
testimony and the inner life of the spirit. 

Dr. Carrel, however, is under the illu- 
sion of an earlier Stoicism. “One can,” 
he says, “learn to handle oneself as one 
learns to handle an airplane. The hu- 
man being has the strange privilege of 
fashioning, if it desires to do so, its soul 
and body with the aid of its own soul. 
To will suffices.” 

Which is far from Paul in the seventh 
of Romans! 

What is the suggested technique? “One 
should for some moments, night and 
morning, shut out ,the world’s noises, 
retire into oneself, install oneself as one’s 
own judge, recognize one’s shortcomings, 
and determine a course of action. This 
is the time when those who know how 
to pray should pray. Prayer always has 
effects, even if not always that which 
we expect. For this reason children 
should early in life be accustomed to 
short periods of silence, reflection, and 
especially of prayer. , 

“Prayer is a cry of distress, a call for 
help, a hymn of love. It does not consist 
in the gloomy recital of meaningless 
words. Its effects are nearly always 
positive. Things happen. Here we are 
on solid ground. Man has need; he 
prays; help comes. This fact remains 
eternally true. So the existence of God 
is proved by prayer better than by any 
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other hypothesis. The néed of the di- 
vine is an expression of |the structural 
character of the human soul.” 

In reading Dr. Carrel’s earnest words, 
I could but think what a testimony they 
give to the inspiration of Scripture— 
negative, indeed, but no less real. Scrip- 
ture alone contains the directives which 
an honest, seeking soul needs. If this 
scientist had but studied the New Tes- 
tament as he did other problems! In 
1912 he received the Nobel Prize for sur- 
gery. He had developed a new method 
for suturing blood vessels, making it 
possible to perform blood transfusion 
safely and to transplant arteries and 
veins. These saved numberless lives and 
countless amputations. But the greatest 
blood transfusion in time was that of 
Calvary, and it was for the human race 
in its entirety. 

In later life he kept living tissue alive 
after its removal from living bodies. It 
was a striking feat and may well sym- 
bolize the feats of Stoicism, such as they 
are. In its limitations, it resembles all 
effgrts to keep alive the moral life apart 
from Christ in whom is all fullness of 
life. 

we 


Notes on Open Letters 


A Bad Footnote in the 
Revised Standard Version 


On the bottom of page one of the 
complete book [i.e.. p. 1 of the New 
Testament in the R.S.V. Bible] footnote 
“e” says, “Other ancient authorities 
read, ‘Joseph, to whom was betrothed 
the virgin Mary, was the father of 
Jesus who is called Christ.’” This 
footnote was not in the 1946 edition of 
the New Testament. I want a state- 
ment identifying these authorities——A 
reader in Hawaii, 

The footnote refers to Matthew 1:16, 
which in the King James Version reads, 
“And Jacob begat Joseph the husband 
of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who 
is called Christ”; and in R.S.V., “And 
Jacob the father of Joseph the husband 
of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who 
is called Christ.” This question was re- 
ferred to Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., 
presider.t of Shelton College, who replied 
as follows: 

“The footnote is objectionable in the 
first place because the words ‘other an- 
cient authorities .. .’ are false. There 
is only one known manuscript, the 
Sinaitic Syriac palimpsest which reads, 
‘Joseph .. . begat Jesus,’ or as the R.S.V 
has it, ‘Joseph . .. was the father of Jesus 
... The entire question is very ade- 
quately discussed by James Gresham 
Machen in ‘The Virgin Birth of Christ,’ ! 
(pp. 176-187, 212). Machen says, ‘Other 
evidence [than Sin, Syr.] for a text con- 
taining the words, “Joseph .. . begat 
Jesus,” has proved to be illusory.’ And 
he adds a footnote, ‘See William P. Arm- 
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strong, “VonSoden’s Text and Matthew 
1:16” in Princeton Theological Review, 
xiii, 1915, pages 465-468.’ 

“Machen shows that the so-called ‘Fer- 
rar Group,’ ‘consisting of a number of 
Greek cursive manuscripts, and , , , the 
manuscripts of the old Latin translation’ 
supports the reading, ‘Jacob begat Joseph, 
him to whom was betrothed Mary the 
virgin, she who bare Jesus the Messiah.’ 
The critical apparatus in Nestle’s 20th 
edition contains this variant reading and 
also notes the Sinaitic Syriac as the only 
authority for the reading, ‘Joseph .. . 
was the father of Jesus.’ It is a fair 
guess that the translators of R.S.V. read 
their critical apparatus carelessly (it is 
hard reading), confused the reading of 
the Ferrar Group with the reading of 
the Sinaitic Syriac, thus blundered into 
the plural, ‘other ancient authorities , , .’ 

“It should further be pointed out that 
the reading ‘Joseph was the father of 
Jesus,’ supported by one Syriac (not 
Greek) source, is easily accounted for as 
a scribal error. There is no place for 
it in such meager notes on variant read- 
ings as the R.S.V. presents. Westcott 
and Hort do not even mention that read- 
ing. Souter, who includes more variant 
readings than Westcott and Hort, men- 
tions the reading of the Ferrar Group 
but does not refer to the reading in ques- 
tion. It is fair to say that no competent 
scholar regards ‘Joseph was the father of 
Jesus’ as in any way probably the orig- 
inal reading. 

“Machen says of the usual reading of 
Matthew 1:16, ‘This reading is attested 
by almost all of the many hundreds of 
Greek manuscripts (including the Codex 
Vaticanus and the Codex Sinaiticus and 
the other representatives of the so-called 
“Neutral” type of text) .. .’ 

“The disproportionateness of this foot- 
note in RS.V., in view of the very 
meager amount of such material in- 
cluded, would seem to be added evidence 
of the Unitarian bias of the translator.” 


ye 
Self-Centered 


As a Christian layman, I have sat 
through a lot of preaching aimed at 
the need for more brotherly love on 
the part of the congregation. This is 
all good, and we need it. But, so do the 
preachers. I have yet to talk with a 
preacher who is really happy when I 
speak of the virtues of another 
preacher. They all like to get the dis- 
cussion back to their own activities. 
They seem to be almost jealous when 
I laud another man’s sermons or speak 
of his needs for financial help. ey 
listen with a vague look on their faces, 
and just are not interested. I suppose 
this is human nature, but I would re- 
joice if I could find a preacher or mis- 
sionary who would be happy to hear 
of another’s success, and not have such 
a desire that we talk only of their own 
personal problems and successes, 

Has this been your experience, or do 
I imagine this?—A New Jersey reader 


The affliction diagnosed in this letter 
is not confined to preachers, for it is 
(Continued on page 17) 



































Lesson for January 18 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 






Imprisoned by the Reds 


The ordeal of a missionary suspected 


as a spy 


of the Chinese Communists, ten 

months in solitary confinement, and 
one month in a cell with two Chinese 
prisoners. For the first two weeks I 
was allowed to read my Bible, but one 
day the chief of police took it away. It 
was never returned to me. For the first 
nine months two meals were sent each 
day from home. Often my eyes were 
moist as I heard off in the distance the 
voices of my two children bringing the 
food basket. One day Gordon called 
out loudly in English, “Daddy!” but I 
was never allowed to see them, 

In December, 1950, we had all plans 
made to leave our station in the moun- 
tains. Knowing that the Red Govern- 
ment in the near-by city would be very 
difficult to deal with, we decided to go 
in the opposite direction. Just the day 
before we were to leave, a messenger 
came, saying that I must go down the 
very next morning to that near-by city, 
Kulin. Like Jonah of old we were bound 
we would avoid that place, but in the end 
we all had to go there. Our ways are 
not God’s ways. 


xa eleven months I was a prisoner 


The Communist Cat-and-Mous~ Policy 

China today is seething with suspicion. 
When I approached the chief of police, 
requesting to leave the country, he said, 
“Why, you have been in the country all 
these years!” From that remark I knew 
that his heart was set against us for evil. 

Then began the Communists’ cat-and- 
mouse policy. They try incessantly to 
catch you. The most trivial and com- 
monplace statements or incidents are 
misinterpreted, and twisted into “proof” 
of spying or “reactionary attitudes.” You 
in a free country cannot imagine what it 
is to live under the cloud of fear twenty- 
four hours a day. The threat of im- 
prisonment has gripped the hearts of all 
China. Why, of course I must be a spy! 
For what other reason would I be out 
there in the wilds of West China work- 
ing among the Miao .tribespeople? 

“What about that little radio you own? 
Did you pass on news to the National 
Government leader in this district?” 

“Well, Mr. Hu, that radio has only 
four tubes, and for more than a year it 
has been out of order.” 

“Did you and your wife give medical 
aid to four wounded soldiers of the Na- 
tional Government forces?” 

“We did. Late one night these men 
were carried to our doorstep. They 
were only on our premises for a day 
and a half.” 

The questioning went on for hours. 
As darkness settled down on the land, 
my dear wife began to wonder what 


Mr. Cunningham was living in 
China as a missionary of the China 
Inland Mission when he was taken 
by the Communists. From _ the 
Prairie Overcomer, the fine pocket- 
size monthly of the Prairie Bible In- 
stitute, his testimony _is reprinted 
by kind permission. It is a simple, 
direct narrative, marked rather by 
understatement than any hint of 
exaggeration, and letting facts rather 
than an abundance of adjectives 
reconstruct the picture of a humanly 
“impossible” situation. “But God!”— 
and the prisoner was finally released. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham are now 
in charge of the China Inland Mis- 
sion home for missionaries’ children 
at Three Hills, Alberta, Can. 








was happening. So did the folk on the 
street who had seen “the preacher” go 
to. the Police Department. Why had he 
not returned? 

“Since you have been honest with us 
and given us the facts, we will be lenient 
with you. Fill out these forms, and then 
it will only require two businessmen 
on the street to affix their signatures.” 
By this time I was not a little hungry, 
and just a little weak! “Yes, we will 
contact your wife and see that you get 
something to eat.” Those sandwiches 


tasted good! After getting the two sig- 
natures, I was escorted home, and a com- 





Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham and their children, November 1952 


By DONALD CUNNINGHAM 


plete search was made of the house. It 
seemed that everything had been settled 

Early one morning along came a man 
from the police, armed with a pistol 
“We want to see Mr. Han down at the 
police station.” We asked him ‘to wait 
a moment, while my wife and the chil- 
dren quickly got themselves ready. As 
we walked off, the man with the pistol 
said to me, “Why do you always come as 
a family?” That remark put a big ques- 
tion in my mind. Immediately on arrival 
at the police station I was ushered in 
for interrogation. In a short while I was 
told: “Go out and tell your wife to 
leave. Speak only in Chinese.” Little 
did I realize that nine months were to 
pass before I would again see my dear 
wife and family 

The questioning continued. One of 
the headmen became angry, grew red 
in the face, swore at me, and then left 
the room. On and on they went with 
their questioning. Darkness set in, but 
still they did not stop. That night I be- 
came a prisoner of the Chinese Commu- 
nists. Before F lay down on my bed of 
boards, I was threatened, “Perhaps you 
are not aware of the methods we use to 
get people to confess.” After they left 
me alone, these words came to mind, 
“Lord, behold their threatenings.” 

Whenever I was brought out for inter- 
rogation, different charges were laid 
against me. “We have found a small 
piece of tin on the floor in one of your 
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rooms, and there are two holes in the 
wall running up to the top of the house,” 
said my interrogator. They really fig- 
ured ‘that now they had something on 
me, some secret code system which I must 
have operated, “Well,” I said, “that piece 
of tin was to keep the ashes off the 
floor, and the two holes must have been 
the chimney.” I did not dare to say 
that no doubt they were rat holes! 
When soldiers were sent to search our 
premises, they found the clothesline 
wire. This to them was further proof 
that we must have had a broadcasting 
station! 

During those months the Communists 
left no stone unturned, scouring the 
whole countryside to get evidence against 
us. Even in Kulin, where I was im- 
prisoned, they tried to get the towns- 
people to bring accusations against us, 
but there was no response. Four of our 
Miao Christians, because of their close 
connections with us, were put into 
prison. What a shock it was one day to 
be called out for questioning and there 
to see these four men, two of them 
very near death’s door. Oh, how fright- 
ened they were of those Reds! People 
in a free country cannot imagine how the 
spirit of fear has blanketed the minds 
and souls of China’s millions. After see- 
ing the desperate state of the two sick 
men, I said to the chief of police, “You 
can do what you will with me, but please 
let these go.” In the goodness of God, 
and in answer to prayer, these men were 
soon released and also the tribeswoman 
who had worked for us for many years. 


The Awful Strain of Interrogation 


From where the Communists had me 
penned up I was able to overhear the 
conversations of many prisoners as they 
were brought for trial. After the Reds 
have interrogated their victims, they 
force them to sign great confessions with 
the promise that they will be released. 
Details are written down about their 
loved ones, their husbands, their #hil- 
dren, and the names and addresses of 
their friends. Human beings and human 
minds can only take so much, and many 
break under the awful strain. Tears 
of joy came to my eyes one day when 
I listened to a Chinese woman being 
questioned. The subject of religion was 
brought up. She spoke up, saying, “I 
am a Christian!” Thank God for those 
in China who are standing true. 


“Call upon me in the day of trou- 
ble: I will deliver thee” (Psa. 50:15). 


Winter set in, and it was cold in prison. 
1 needed warmer clothing, and just at 
the right time my wife was able to send 
some in to me. As I waited before the 
Lord, I seemed to have the assurance 
that “the iron door” would open, perhaps 
by New Year. Thank God for all who 
were upholding me in prayer; time and 
time again in answer to prayer the Lord 
stood by and strengthened. And so it 
was that. on January 3 I overheard a 
telephone call, “Send Mr. Han to 
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Luhsien!” Soon a man advised me that 
I would be able to see my wife and chil- 
dren for a short while, and then I must 
leave. It seemed to me that some of the 
hardhearted Communists melted just a 
little when they saw me greet my dear 
wife and children. They stood by and 
watched the scene. We were told, 
“Speak only in Chinese.” When not 
watched so carefully, we were able to get 
in a little English. Friends, you have 
no idea what a thrill went over my soul 
when my wife said to me, “The whole 
world is praying for us.” At an un- 
guarded moment I was able to slip a 
note into my wife’s purse, and this is 
the verse I left with her: 

“IT will go before thee, and make 
the crooked places straight” (Isa. 
45:2). 

In Luhsien a solitary cell awaited me. 
I was rushed inside, and the door closed 
after me. I was alone. Everything was 
empty and gray, high cement walls on 
all sides, and a cement floor. What a 
cold feeling swept over me! Into my cell 
I was able to take a darning needle 
which was hidden in my vest. This the 
warden did not see when he examined 
and relieved me of most of my belong- 
ings. And so, when the soldier on guard 
was not watching too carefully, I was 
able to tear off threads from an old piece 
of tent material and mend my Socks. 
They needed a little mending! 

I was two months without a change of 
clothing, nor was I able to have a proper 
wash. It was truly the Lord’s mercy and 
in answer to prayer that deliverance 
came before the heat of summer—the 
walls of the cell were stained with the 
marks of dead insects. I was deprived 
of the simplest requirements for health 
—air, exercise, and cleanliness. As I 
looked into the faces of fellow prisoners, 
I could read horror and hate on some 
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of them; on others, a numb resignation; 


and on many, despair. Shall I ever for- 
get some of the sights—men who were 
literally walking skeletons! I can still 
hear the clanging of the chains on the 
cement floors! 

To live on almost nothing else but 
rice was a stiff diet. After a while I 
took sick and the warden called in two 
doctors. This may have been the means 
under God of speeding my release, for 
they did not know what to do with me, 
When the pain was severe, relief came 
as I sang and preached. And this is the 
marvel of it all—the Lord gave boldness, 
and the Communist soldiers listened to 
the Gospel. I saw some of them sneak 
along beside my cell door; they did not 
want to be seen! And in and through 
it all the guards were kindly toward 
me. Fellow prisoners, too, heard the 
message of life. The man in cell No, 1 
repeated John 3:16 to me, and said he 
was not afraid to die. God still rules 
He sits enthroned in majesty on high. 
and will yet make the wrath of men to 
praise Him. 

Almost two months had passed in 
Luhsien when a letter was handed to 
me. What a thrill to see my wife’s hand- 
writing! She and the children were 
passing down river on their way to Hong 
Kong. A fellow prisoner said: “That's 
a good sign. They’ll let you out soon.” 
Some days later, late at night, the 
warden entered my cell. “Get your 
things ready,” was all he said. Hur- 
riedlvy I packed. Two soldiers took me 
straight to a river launch, and escorted 


me al] the way to the coast. I was be- 
ing deported! On March 16 I crossed 
the border. Free at long last! Rejoined 


to my loved ones! God had wrought a 
miracle, and released me in answer to 
world-wide prayer. 

THREE HILLS, ALBERTA, CAN, 


Witnessing to Seamen in New York Harbor 


Reaching “‘strangers within our gates” with the Word of life 


OR the past twenty-eight years I 

have beén visiting ships in Brooklyn, 
Hoboken, Jersey City, Staten Island, and 
those berthed along the Hudson River 
and the East River. How to reach these 
dear men, the merchant seamen on these 
vessels, strangers to us—what sort of 
literature to pass on to them—how to 
talk to them—and how to help them 
spiritually—these are problems that 
every water-front worker faces. As I 
think of them, I am reminded of that 
Scriptural expression, “Thy stranger 
that is within thy gates” (Exod. 20:10; 
Deut. 14:21; 24:14). 

Speaking conservatively, I think we 
reach men of about fifteen or more 
nationalities, and before the war there 


By RALPH A. WEST 


were even more. There are men from 
Calcutta, Bombay, Ceylon, Malay Straits, 
Goa (India) a Portuguese colony; there 
are Germans, Finns, Icelanders, French, 
Spanish, Italian, Japanese, Chinese, and 
Greeks. Our main work is personal 
work, but as I do not of course speak 
all of these languages, I pass out Chris- 
tian literature, such as portions of the 
Word, tracts, booklets, and the like. I 
do not distribute books carelessly, but 
give them personally to the men, ex- 
plaining the message of the Book, 
whether it be a small Gospel of John, 
Mark, or some other book. I like to 
give out Testaments, and, when I do, I 
give a kind of “pep” talk and refuse 
to give anyone a copy unless he will 
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promise to read it. One day I gave an 
English New Testament to an English 
steward who had never read the book. 


The Lord has helped us wonderfully 
in regard to literature. The New York 
Bible Society gives us grants of Testa- 
ments and portions in the languages we 
need. Messrs. Loizeaux Brothers, a 
“Brethren” publishing house with whom 
we are linked, lets us make use of its free 
tract fund, and also gives us a monthly 
grant of a good-sized package of Mes- 
senger of Peace, an up-to-date Gospel 
magazine. The Scripture Gift Mission 
of London and the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion of Brussels gladly supply us with 
booklets and magazines in different lan- 
guages. For all of these things we thank 
God, for we find in them a real solu- 
tion of our problem, 

It is not easy to speak to the men of 
different languages, but I know how to 
greet many of them, having memorized 
words and phrases in several languages, 
even Japanese, and have a fair knowl- 
edge of Spanish and Portuguese which 


enables me to converse with men of 


these tongues. I can read Bible verses 
in Dutch and German. When we find 
men who can speak English, we spend 
much time with them in personal talks. 
So many are ignorant of the way to God, 
but most are quite open for a “yarn” 
as they call it, that is, a conversation. 
Many demands are made on the 
worker’s ingenuity and energy, for in 
one day he may meet with a Roman 
Catholic, a Protestant, a Hindu, a Mos- 
lem, an atheist, an agnostic, a Christian 
Scientist, and others who have no belief 
of any kind. It is difficult yet happy 
work, and we rejoice in the open door 
God has granted us to reach these men. 
While we do not see great results, yet 
over the last twenty-eight years there 
have been definite conversions to God. 
One young man was saved while reading 
a simple Gospel story in the Messenger 
of Peace, a story I had written myself. 
He told me about it several months after 
his conversion. Before the war, a Jap- 
anese engineer was saved through a tract 
we had given him in New York. He 
told this to our fellow worker, Mr, An- 
derson, in Baltimore, a long time after- 
wards. Another young officer, now with 
the Lord, was saved after a long talk 
I had with him. He stepped into a 
mission hall in England and the Lord 
laid hold of him there. I learned of it 
about a year later. Recently a Japanese 
radio man, whose name I sent to one of 
our workers in Japan, attended a meet- 
ing there with his wife, and both of them 
were brightly converted. Some weeks 
ago a boy from British Guiana, S, A., was 
soundly converted while I was talking 
with him on his ship. He told me of 
his decision several hours later when. 
I returned to give out more literature. 
During the latter part of 1942, the Life 
Line Mission of Brooklyn kindly co- 
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operated with us, letting us have the 
use of their mission on Sunday night. 

Over 150 men attended the meetings 
for about six months, at which time we 
transferred the work to the Fulton 
Street Center, where it is now carried 
on. At the Life Line Mission fifteen 
or more men were truly brought to 
Christ; and at the Fulton Street Center, 
for over six years, we had an average 
attendance of seventy-five to one hun- 
dred men each week—naval men, mer- 
chant seamen, aviators, and the like. 
I can safely say that about one hundred 
men were brought to Christ through the 
combined efforts of Brother Holmgren, 
who opened the center, myself, and sev- 
eral groups of young people and others 
who came almost every night to deal 
with the men after entertaining them 
with games and refreshments. Our 
workers are mostly “Brethren.” We call 
our work the Immanuel Mission to Sea- 
men, and our headquarters are at 115 
Fulton St., New York City. 

Mr. O. S. Zimmerman, founder of the 
Immanuel Mission to Seamen, still labors 
in the work at San Francisco harbor, 
and has established stations in many 
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ports of the world. He and I have happy 
fellowship in this kind of work with 
Brother Gibb in Boston and Brother An- 
derson in Baltimore. Here also in New 
York City is Mr. Ragnar Bruce, who for 
over fifteen years has done wonderful 
work in connection with Scandinavian 
seamen, as well as others; and there is 
now a brother in Philadelphia who is 
beginning a work and hoping to persuade 
Seamen to come to the Central Gospel 
Mission on 12th Street north of Race. 
Under the direction of the New York 
Bible Society, Messrs. Howard Klenk, 
Donald Kutts, and Leonard Piripato are 
also pursuing a faithful work in Scrip- 
ture distribution and personal work in 
New York Harbor. 

In this manner we are striving to 
reach the strangers within our gates, and 
it is a joy to be able to give the mes- 
sage of life and hope to so many who, 
while they may seem indifferent, yet 
underneath do hunger and thirst for 
something better than the world can 
give. We covet the prayers of believers 
that the doors may be kept open and 
we may be kept faithful. 


Brook.yn, N. Y. 


Il. The Prayer Life of Fredrik Franson 


Which bore the mark of wholehearted devotion to God 


By the Rev. OLAV EIKLAND 


This is the second and concluding part of the life story of the founder 

of the Evangelical Alliance Mission, which now has over six hundred 

missionaries in its fellowship. Its headquarters are at 2839 W. Mc- 

Lean Ave., Chicago 47; and the general director is Mr. David H. John- 

son. Its motto is, “Ye shall be my witnesses—unto the uttermost part 
of the earth.” 


RAYER communion with God was 

Franson’s life. In teaching Bible 
courses to his missionary candidates, the 
motto he tried to inculcate in the students 
was threefold—C.C.C., “Constant, Con- 
scious, Communion with God.” Franson 
talked more to God about men than he 
talked to men about God. At the end 
of each Bible course he required fasting 
and prayer. 

Like Miiller of England, Franson was 
dependent on God for the support of his 
missionary enterprises, having-no de- 
nominational mission boards to lean on. 
Once when funds were low, and only 


_ten dollars was available for each China 


missionary as the quarterly distribution 
of funds was to be made, he called his 
fellow members of the board for fasting 
and prayer. God answered by inspiring 
donors to send more than was needed. 
How Franson prayed his way through 
difficult travels on the mission fields was 
described by one of his China mission- 
aries, C. J. Jensen: “He set the date he 
expected to arrive at each place and the 
time to be spent in holding meetings. 
But every few minutes Franson would 
pray, asking the Lord to guide in mak- 





ing the plans, in order that the right 
route might be taken. He prayed for 
suitable weather, protection, etc. Here 
was the secret of his being able to keep 
dates. In spite of bad roads, swollen 
streams, without bridges, and dangerous 
to cross in the rickety ferry boats, or 
with poor animals, lazy coolies, and con- 
trary boatsmen, yet I never heard of 
Franson not being on time.” 

When praying for souls Franson’s de- 
votion reached its highest intensity. 
Once on his travels in Sikkim, India, he 
met an educated Hindu Buddhist who 
was on his way to Lhassa, Tibet, serving 
as an interpreter. Long hours into the 
night Franson talked with him, praying 
for him, and so persistent was he that 
finally the Buddhist doctor surrendered 
to Christ, and as His true follower went 
on his way to the forbidden land of 
Tibet, with the Gospel message Franson 
had prayed and talked into him at the 
border. 

In apostolic fashion Franson practiced 
the laying on of hands while praying 
for someone in particular, many of them 
children. In China some of those whom 


(Continued on page 18) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 3. JANUARY 18. WITNESSES OF HIS GLORY 


Matthew 17; printed text, verses 1-8, 14-18 
Golden Text.—This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased: hear ye him.—Matt. 17:5 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 17:1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, 
and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high 


mountain apart, 
2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did 


8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no 
man, save Jesus only. 

14 And when they were come to the multitude, there 
came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and say- 
ing, 


shine as the ‘sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 


15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and 


3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias eee wauet: fer olitheas he Sicth tate the Gre. end oh 


talking with him. 


4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is 
good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 


Elias. 


5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 

6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face him: 


and were sore afraid. 


7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and 


be not afraid. 


_ The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

T WOULD be very interesting to be 
[= to pinpoint on the map every 

‘incident in the earthly life of our 
Lord. The evangelists, however, have 
not made that possible for us. They are 
in so many instances very vague in their 
geographical allusions, and sometimes 
completely silent. If we could know 
with certainty the location of the Trans- 
figuration, that would certainly be a 
sacred site. But sacred sites have their 
dangers, and have in too many cases 
been surrounded by gross superstitions, 
so it may be well that the number is 
limited. 

Tradition fixed on Mt. Tabor, overlook- 
ing the great Plain of Esdraelon to the 
southwest, as the scene of the Transfig- 
uration, but it has been established that 
Tabor would not offer the seclusion nec- 
essary for such an event, and it was too 
far away from the scenes of our Lord’s 
activities at that time. A much more 
likely suggestion is that this remarkable 
experience took place on one of the em- 
inences of Mt. Hermon, which domin- 
ated all the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
where Jesus and His disciple§ were 
spending a season of retirement. 

More important than the location is 
the significance of the event, as it re- 
flects on the person and work of our 
Lord Jesus. That is what we must con- 
sider in our lesson. 

In his book, “The Crises of the Christ” 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J., $3.50), Dr. G, Campbell Morgan 


into the water. 


cure him. 


16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not 


17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I 
suffer you? bring him hither to me. 

18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of 
and the child was cured from that very hour, 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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has a discerning section on the Trans- 
figuration. 

For the story of the lunatic boy, be 
sure to read Mark’s fuller account. 
Characteristically Mark gives many de- 
tails omitted by Matthew (Mark 9:14- 
29). 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 17:1.—“And after six days Jesus 
taketh Peter, James, and John.” The 
three intimates from among the Twelve 
are again privileged. It is rather re- 
markable that John does not relate this 
incident of which he was a privileged 
eyewitness. But see John 1:14. 

Verse 2.—“And was transfigured before 
them.” The inner glory of His essential 
being broke through the veil of flesh. 
Notice the descriptions (here and in 
Mark 9:3: Luke 9:29). Light like that 
of the sun, whiteness like that of the 
snow, and a dazzling glory seem to have 
been the marks, 

Verse 3.—“Moses and Elias talking 
with him.” How did the disciples rec- 
ognize these men whom they had never 
seen? This may cast light on the ques- 
tion of recognition in Heaven. Luke 
tells us the subject of their conversation 
with Jesus—His death (Luke 9:31). 

Verse 4.—“Lord, it is good for us to 
be here , . . let us make here three tab- 
ernacles.” See Mark’s comment on 
Peter’s speech (Mark 9:6). Peter wanted 
to prolong the delightful scene, and re- 
tain the heavenly visitants, and offered 
his services to provide shelter for them 
and for Jesus. See Revised Version, “I 
will,make.” 

Verse 5.—“A bright cloud ...and,,. 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


a voice , , .This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.” 
Compare Matthew 3:17. For the second 
time this word of approval is given. See 
also John 12:28. Notice that in each case 
the voice of approval from Heaven came 
in moments of self-committal to the 
cross. 

Verse 6.—“The disciples . . . were sore 
afraid.” They were consciously in the 
presence of God, and heard His voice. 
It was too much for mortal flesh. 

Verse 7.—“Arise, and be not afraid.” 
The vision was enough to make them 
afraid in the presence of Jesus, whose 
divine glory they had just beheld. But 
He has come with that love which “cast- 
eth out fear” (1 John 4:18). 

Verse 8—“No man, save Jesus only.” 
Moses and Elijah had fulfilled their mis- 
sion, and must withdraw, that all atten- 
tion be focused upon Jesus. The voice 
of the Father had said, “Hear ye him,” 
for He is the ultimate and final Word of 
God (Heb, 1:1, 2). 

Verse 14.—“There came to him a cer- 
tain man, kneeling down to him.” These 
lofty experiences are not an end in them- 
selves, but are to fit us to meet needy 
men on the flats beneath, and they are 
never far away. 

Verse 15.—“Lord, have mercy on my 
son: for he is lunatick.” Lunacy is a 
form of insanity which used to be attrib- 
uted to the action of the moon, as our 
word (and also the Greek word which 
it translates) signifies. The ailment was 
aggravated in this case by demon pos- 
session (v. 18). 

Verse 16.—“I brought him to thy dis- 
ciples, and they could not cure him.” 











of 
pl 


th 














Lesson for January 18 


This in spite of the power bestowed on 
them when Jesus sent them forth on 
their mission (Matt. 10:1). That was not 
intended to be a temporary enduement, 
as the rebuke in the next verse indicates. 


Verse 17.—“‘O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall I be with 
you?” If these words were not ad- 
dressed specifically to the disciples, they 
at least included them. Unbelief in those 
who had so much privilege called for 
stern rebuke. What a comedown that 
was. from blessed communion with high 
Heaven to a situation of tragic need 
which impotent disciples could not help! 
But He is still the compassionate and the 
mighty Saviour, and He commands that 
the boy be brought to Him. 

Verse 18—“And Jesus rebuked the 
devil; and he departed . , . and the child 
was cured.” The word of authority was 
obeyed, although in no obedient spirit 
(Mark 9:26), and at the same time the 
mental sickness vanished, 

The Heart of the Lesson 

The end of the vision reads thus: 
“They saw no man, save Jesus only.” 
The part which Moses and Elijah played 
in the Transfiguration is not without its 
significance, and the presence of the 
three disciples is not lacking in interest 
for us, but the important matter is that 
we see Jesus, as He is unveiled in this 
wonderful scene. 

First, we see Him transfigured, so that 
“his face did shine as the sun, and his 
raiment was white as the light.” Now 
this was not a reflection from the glory 
brought to the mountain by Moses and 
Elijah. There was a time in the earthly 
life of Moses when the skin of his face 
shone so that he had to wear a cover- 
ing over it when he stood before the 
Children of Israel, for they could not 
bear the radiance of his appearance. 
That, however, was a “borrowed” glow, 
absorbed in those wonderful days of 
communion with God on Mount Sinai 
(Exod. 34:29), only to pass away (2 Cor. 
3:7). This was a native glory, veiled in 
flesh, but now breaking through as if in 
response to Heaven’s approach. “We 
beheld his glory,” said John sixty years 
later—and the emphasis must be on the 
His. It was divine glory, “glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,” an un- 
shared, undivided glory. 

The confirmation of this is in the voice 
from Heaven: “This is my beloved Son.” 
Even with the glory veiled, Peter had 
come to recognize Jesus as “Son of the 
living God” (chap, 16:16), and now the 
Father who had opened Peter’s under- 
Standing granted confirmation both by 
the ,sight of the glory and the voice of 
identification. These confirmations are 


granted to faith, not to unbelief. 

But this “beloved Son” was also Son 
of man, and in this new relation, this 
place of humiliation and emptying, He 
had earned the completest approval of 
the Father. 


He had come short in no 
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Last Week's Lessen 
2. (15) January 11.—Confessing 
Following Christ ........ 
Next Week's Lesson 
4. (17) January 25. — Jesus Teaches 
Humility and Forgiveness. 
Matthew 6:14; 18 


and 
Matthew 16 








test, and here the Father was expressing 
His pleasure in His Son as Son of man. 
As man, Jesus could at that moment 
have stepped back into Heaven—but He 
could not have taken you and me with 
Him. Only by way of the cross could 
He do that. 

Once more the voice said, “Hear ye 
him.” Peter wanted to detain Moses 
and Elijah, mighty representatives of 
the Law and the Prophets. But they 
had given their witness, and must with- 


draw to make room for Him “of whom 
Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
did write” (John 1:45). He is the one 
mediator (1 Tim. 2:5) and the Last 


Word (Heb, 1:1, 2). 

And then, this Lord of glory, this be- 
loved Son, this well-pleasing Man, this 
living Word, is the man of Calvary. 
For the subject of conversation between 
Him and the visitors from Heaven was, 
“his decease which he should accom- 
plish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31). Strange 
subject for a scene of glory! Yet there 


is no greater subject, involving the 
whole work of redemption. Some day 
we may know what was said in that 


conversation, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is thought to be the mount of 
transfiguration? 


2. How can we explain the difference 
in time notice between Matthew 17:1 
and Luke 9:28? 

3. On what occasions did Jesus take 
Peter, James, and John apart from the 
others? 

4. What reference does (1) John, (2) 
Peter make to the Transfiguration in 
their later writings? 

5. What was the subject of the conver- 
sation that Jesus had with Moses and 
Elijah? 

6. How did Peter recognize Moses and 
Elijah? 

7. On what occasions did the voice 
from Heaven spéak audibly to Jesus? 

8. What specially marked the three oc- 
casions that brought the voice from 
Heaven to our Lord? 

9. What was the nature of the ailment 
of the boy whom Jesus healed at the 
foot of the mount? 

10. What did Peter later see in the 
transfiguration of Jesus? 


(Answers on page 14) 





Outline of the Lesson 
I. On the mountain: 
1. Transfiguration (Matt, 17:1, 2) 
2. Conversation (v. 3) 
3. Approbation (v, 5) 
II. In the valley: 
1. Supplication (vs, 
2. Correction (v. 17) 
3. Salvation (v, 18) 


14-16) 


Topics for Development 

Transfigured. Jesus was transfigured 
before His three favored disciples. The 
essence of that transfiguration was the 
outshining of the glory within. Now the 
Apostle Paul exhorts us: “Be not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye trans- 


formed” (Rom, 12:2); here “trans- 
formed” is the same word as “trans- 
figured.” That is, we are not to take 


on an exterior after the fashion of this 
present evil world, but we are to have 
our outward manner of life a true ex- 
pression of that new life which has 
been planted within. How can we be 
so transfigured? He tells us in 2 Cor- 
inthians 3:18, “But we all, with open 
face beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory.” Here again 
“changed” is the same word as “trans- 
figured.” Just as the native glory of 
our Lord shone forth to meet the heav- 
enly glory, so the glory of the new life 
in Christ finds outward expression as we 
gaze upon His glory. This is the work 
of the Holy Spirit.- And by and by the 
operation will be complete, “We shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he 
is” (1 John 3:2), 

Mountain and Plain. “It is good for 
us to be here,” said Peter, and most 
gladly would we have remained there 
in that place of vision and holy com- 
munion. But, delightful and precious as 
it was, Such a situation could not be 
fixed. It the experience of the 
moment, intended to prepare the par- 
ticipants for a return to the plains be- 
neath, where needy men waited for the 
help of those who knew the breath of 
Heaven. Thank God for our mountain- 
top experiences! But let us remember 
that they have a definite relation to the 
confused, perplexed multitudes below. 


was 


Personal Applications e 

The place of transfiguration is the 
place of prayer (Luke 9:28, 29). 

The servants of the Lord must never 
become the rivals of the Lord (Matt. 
17:4). 

When you don’t know what to say, 
don’t say it (Mark 9:6). 

The only way to put Christ “on” (Gal, 
3:27) is to have Christ “in” (Col. 1:27). 

God is jealous for the honor of His 
well-beloved Son. Do we share His 
jealousy? 

Climb your mountain, but don’t forget 
to come down again; and bring some- 
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thing with you for the needy souls 
below. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 17:5.—“This is my beloved Son 

hear ye him.” There are many 

voices in the world, claiming to be from 
God, but only one has the sanction of 
divine credentials. Any man whose 
message is other than “Behold the Lamb 
of God” is a false prophet, and has 
no right to a hearing. True prophets 
seek to gain men’s ears for Christ, not 
for themselves. 

ELMuHurRST, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesteD HyMNs 
“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 
“Face to Face With Christ, My Saviour” 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merciful 
Father, who hast bidden us to hear Thy 
beloved Son, we are in this place to 
learn of Him. May Thy Spirit give us 
insight and inspire us to yield ourselves 
to obey our Lord always. Forgive us 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the self-will and sin of the past, and 
grant us a clean heart and a renewed 
spirit. Lead us this week in doing the 
good by which we can most glorify Thee 
and serve others. Prosper Thy Word 
preached and taught today, using it to 
bring many to yield to Christ. Keep the 
men of our armed forces amid the temp- 
tations and the dangers of their circum- 
stances. Give us true and wise men in 
every public office and grant to parents 
and teachers special wisdom and help in 
training our youth. Be merciful to the 
sick and to all in trouble. Deliver the 
oppressed and the persecuted, and bring 
Thy Son into His victorious Kingdom 
soon, for His sake and glory. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—Notice three things 
about the Lord Jesus made plain in this 
lesson. First, He is all-pure, In the 
Transfiguration His face shone as the sun 
and His raiment was white as light. That 
outward glory was the sign of His inner 
purity. It was the forthshining of His 
sinless nature. It declared that in Him 
was no darkness at all. Then, as Moses 
and Elijah conversed with Him, they 
spoke, Luke says, of the death ahead for 
the Lord Jesus. That declared Him to 
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be the all-loving Saviour, one who so 
loved us that He was willing to die for 
our salvation. Then, in healing the luna- 
tic boy, the Lord appears as the all- 
powerful one. Where the disciples failed, 
He succeeded. No case could be beyond 
His power to deal with. 

What does all this mean to us? Well, 
if this all-powerful one is all-pure, He 
can be trusted never to misuse His 
power, never to use it unjustly or wrong- 





fully. And if He is all-loving, He can 
FROM OOKING 
COMES LIKENESS T0 HIM 











be trusted to use His power for good. 
So, like the father of the afflicted boy, 
let us bring our own troubles and our 
troubled dear ones to the Lord Jesus. 
He is able and willing to do the best 
thing in every case of trouble put before 
Him. And still further, in those who are 
His, the pure and loving Saviour works 
to cleanse and change them till His own 
purity and love live in them. And be- 
cause all power is His, He is fully able 
to transfigure our lives into His own 
likeness. Therefore, let us pray, 

Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me, 

All His wonderful passion and purity. 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN, 


ye 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“And was transfigured before them” 
(Matt. 17:2).—The Bible’s own interpre- 
tation of the transfiguration scene is 
given us in 2 Peter 1:16. It was a mani- 
festation of “the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” How appropri- 
ate that that manifestation should follow 
the first mention of His rejection and 
sufferings! 

The prediction of His death saddened 
the disciples and had a tendency to pro- 
duce dejection in them. But this sample 
of the glory in which He would hereafter 
come confirmed their faith in the pros- 
pect of His death. The Apostle Peter 
said that the word of prophecy was con- 
firmed to them by this view of His 
majesty. 

Someone has called attention to the 
fact that in the Old Testament the glory 
is often mentioned without the suffer- 
ings (Isa. 11; 32; 35; 40; 60), but the 
sufferings are never mentioned without 
the glory (Psas. 22; 102; Isa. 53) 

Then the sufferings are mentioned, it 
seems the Lord desires us to know that 
all is not to end there. They are fol- 
lowed by resurrection, ascension, and the 
Kingdom. 

There is much said in regard to be- 
lievers suffering for Christ’s sake (John 
16:33; Phil, 1:29; 2 Tim. 3:12, and so 
forth); but also the assurance that the 
“sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory 
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which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8: 
18). 

A great musician once said of a prom- 
ising but passionless young singer whom 
he was training: “She sings well, but 
she lacks something which is everything. 
If she were .married to a tyrant who 
would maltreat her and break her heart, 
in six months she would be the greatest 
singer in the country.” 

When hope lies dead, and not one ray 

Of sunshine lights the world’s dark 
frown; 

When sorrow’s tear, like ocean's spray, 

Will from thy burdened heart find way; 

In accents tender hear Him say, 

“After the cross the crown.” 

“There appeared unto them Moses and 
Elias talking with him” (Matt, 17:3).— 
As has often been pointed out, in Moses 
and Elias are seen representatives of the 
Law and the Prophets: but they also 
can represent those who have passed 
through death—like Moses—and those 
who will be translated without tasting 
death—like Elijah. 

When all the redeemed are together 
in His Kingdom, they will talk together. 
Luke informs us of the theme of their 
talk, the “decease which he should ac- 
complish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31). 

It is not mere sentiment when we sing 
—as we often do— 

And when, in scenes of glory, 
I sing the new, new song, 

’"Twill be the old, old story 
That I have loved so long. 

What a joy to talk to Him about His 
atoning death when we are eternally de- 
livered from all infirmities and afflic- 
tions of the flesh! 

The death of the Lord Jesus was not 
accidental—nor incidental—it was some- 
thing which He accomplished. It was 
fulfilled according to all the Scriptures 
concerning it. 

What a rebuke this transfiguration 
scene must be to those who deny the 
atoning character of the death of Christ. 
What a bore it would have been to them 
had they been there, to talk about the 
“decease which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem”! 

And one wonders why they desire to 
go to Glory where the redeemed will 
sing, “Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own 
blood.” And again, “Thou art worthy 

. for thou wast slain, and hast re- 
deemed us to God by thy blood” (Rev. 
1:5; 5:9). 

If you were to visit Werden, Germany, 
and ask about the image of a lamb which 
is carved high up on the old church, you 
would be told about the workman who, 
while working on the building, fell, and 
expected to be crushed to death on the 
stones scattered on the ground. He arose 
unhurt, for there among the stone-heaps 
a lamb had been nibbling on scanty tufts 
of grass, and on this animal he had fallen 
safe and softly, while the lamb lay 
crushed to death. The man, so strangely 
saved from death, had the monument 
erected in grateful, lasting memory of his 
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deliverance from a cruel death. Exalted 
“high above all” is the Lamb of God, to 
whom we ascribe glory and honor both 
now and forever for our deliverance 
from the second death. 

“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased” (Matt. 17:5).—Some time 
ago, when the earth and the planet Mars 
were in closer proximity to each other 
than they will be again for many years, 
there was a great ado among the astron- 
omers about attempting to discover 
whether or not Mars was inhabited. 

A newspaper gave a detailed account 
of two of these astronomers, They scaled 
one of the highest peaks to listen for a 
possible communication. With their 
radio equipment they projected their 
ears far beyond the stratosphere and 
listened intently all night long. Mars 
came and went without emitting a sound, 
to their utter disappointment. 

Perusing the report, I wondered why 
men would go to all that trouble just 
to hear from Mars, when a voice from 
Heaven itself has sounded, saying, “This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” What better message could 
come from another world! 

“Hear ye him.” It becomes us to hear 
what He said from His first to His last 
utterance. He spoke of sin, judgment, 
salvation, Heaven, hell, the Kingdom, the 
Church, the millennium, and the eternal 
state. To hear and obey His words spells 
wisdom: to disobey means judgment 
(Matt. 7: 24-29). 

Wawona, CALIF, 


we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we are born with a love 
for the spectacular. That is why peo- 
ple pay big money and travel far to see 
Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls, Yellow- 
stone Park, the faces of four Presidents 
sculptured on Mount Rushmore in the 
Black Hills, and the snow-capped Conti- 
nental Divide from the top of Pike's 
Peak. That is why millions throng the 
“Great White Way” at Times Square 
amid glaring neon signs and brilliant 
scenic display. People like to-be startled 
and thrilled by light and beauty and 
splendor. God made them that way. 
But, fellows, there were three mortal 
men who had the privilege of witness- 
ing the most marvelous sight ever be- 
held by human eyes: they were Peter, 
James, and John on the mount of trans- 
figuration. Little did they realize what 
they were going to see when Jesus called 
them one morning and said, “Let us go 
up on the mountain.” Doubtless in their 
minds He was going up there to pray. 
He did that quite frequently, alone 
(Luke’s account says He went up there 
to pray); but this time He was taking 
them along. There is no record of any- 
thing said on the way up the mountain. 
It is quite possible the three men had 
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a premonition of something very im- 
portant to take place and were awed 
into silence. If Peter did not say some- 
thing you may be sure he was awed. 

But they could not have imagined the 
wonder that would be revealed to them 
on the mountaintop, Even the Bible 
record fails to give any adequate descrip- 
tion of it, for the simple reason that lan- 
guage is not adequate. We are told 
that the Lord Jesus was transfigured, 
which only means that He was changed. 
But that change was glorious. His face 
shone like the sun. Have you ever tried 
to look directly at the sun? If you do 
that your eyes are blinded; sight is para- 
lyzed. His clothing became “white as 
the light.” Mark’s account says “his 
raiment became shining, exceeding white 
as snow; so as no fuller on earth can 
white them.” A fuller is an expert 
cleaner and whitener, but he could never 
make anything as white as those gar- 
ments of light in which the Lord was 
clothed, 
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More wonders followed. Suddenly 
there appeared two other persons with 
Jesus. They were also clothed in glory, 
and they were talking with Jesus—Moses 
and Elijah. The disciples must have rec- 
ognized these two, for Peter, as usual, 
has a suggestion: “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here; if thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles; one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias.” But 
even while he was speaking, something 
else happened. They found themselves 
enveloped in a bright cloud, and then the 
voice of God was heard saying, “This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye him.” It was too much 
for the disciples; they fell upon their 
faces. It must be an awesome thing to 
hear the voice of Almighty God speaking. 
Jesus touched them then and told them 
not to be afraid, and when they looked 
up again they saw Jesus alone, 

The disciples descended to the valley 
with Jesus, but they could never be the 
same again, They had had a glimpse of 
heavenly glory, but Jesus told them not 
to speak of it until after the Resurrec- 
tion. Peter, in his second letter (chap. 
1:16-18) speaks of it this way: “For 
we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables, wher we made known unto you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his maj- 
esty. For he received from God the 
Father honour and glory, when there 
came such a voice to him from the ex- 
cellent glory, This is‘'my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. And this 
voice which came from heaven we heard, 
when we were with him in the holy 
mount.” 

Fellows, if you have accepted the Lord 
Jesus as your Saviour, you may expect 
one day to see the glories of Heaven in 
His presence, but your sense of sight 
will have to be expanded; you, yourself, 
will have to be transformed; your pres- 
ent optical powers would not be equal 
to that panorama of glory. It is celes- 
tially lighted. “And the city had no need 
of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine 
in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof” (Rev, 
21:22). 


Fontana Dam, N, C, 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ATERIALS needed: fish pattern, 
black paper, scissors and paste, pen- 
cils and notebooks, 

Matthew 17 contains three interesting 
stories. The first two are found also in 
Mark and Luke, but the last one is re- 
corded only in Matthew. 

What important question did we find 
in Matthew 16? (“Whom say ye that 
I am?”) In today’s lesson we shall find 


several different opinions of Him. 
Read Matthew 17:1, 2. 


Here is an- 
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other proof that Jesus was God. Read 
Psalm 104:1, 2. This Psalm is speaking 
of the greatness of God. One of the 
things it says about Him is that He cov- 
ereth Himself “with light as with a gar- 
ment.” On the mount of transfigura- 
tion Jesus did just that. 

Read Matthew 17:3. The two heavenly 
visitors were Moses and Elijah. Moses 
represented the Law and was one of the 
greatest men of all time. Elijah repre- 
sented the Prophets and perhaps had the 
most exciting experiences of any of them. 
But neither Moses nor Elijah were talk- 
ing about themselves or about anything 
that had ever happened to them. Luke 
9:31 tells us that they were talking of 
Christ’s coming death in Jerusalem. 
Moses and Elijah knew that the Lord 
Jesus was far more important than they 
were and that what He was about to do 
was infinitely greater than anything that 
they had ever done. 

But the disciples did not yet under- 
stand this. They had a high esteem for 
Moses and Elijah and a great reverence 
for the Law and the Prophets. And 
rightly so. But what they did not under- 
stand was that all centered in Christ, 
that in all things He must have the pre- 
eminence, 

Read what Peter said in Matthew 17:4, 
Peter wanted to build three tabernacles, 
one for each of the great prophets there, 
Moses, Elijah, and Jesus. But God could 
not allow that for a minute. His Son 
must not be regarded as a man among 
men, however eminent they might be. 
Jesus Christ is God as well as man, and 
He must be recognized as such. Imme- 
diately God spoke from Heaven, “This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye him.” 

Today there are preachers who speak 
of our Lord as one of the world’s great 
religious leaders. The minute you hear 
anyone refer to our Saviour in such a 
way, say to yourself, “This man has not 
been taught of God, or he would know 
that Christ is supreme.” 

The “bright cloud” was a sign of the 
presence of God. It had led the Israel- 
ites through the wilderness. It had filled 
the Tabernacle, Exodus 40:34, 35, and 
later the .Temple, 1 Kings 8:10, 11. 
Ezekiel tells of its lingering departure 
when the nation had turned completely 
away from God. And here on the mount 
of transfiguration Peter, James, and John 
recognized the presence of God, and 
heard the voice of God. What effect did 
it have upon them? Verse 6. What did 
Jesus do? Verse 7. You and I would 
be terrified right now at the presence 
of God, if it were not for Jesus. God 
is so great and holy, and we so weak 
and sinful that we could not stand for a 
moment in His presence without Christ 
our Mediator. 

What did the three disciples see when 
they looked up once more? (Only Jesus.) 
These men were being trained to be His 
witnesses, so it was essential that they 





January 3, 1953 


learn His absolute supremacy and that 
He alone must be the object of worship. 
They never forgot this experience. John 
refers to it in chapter 1, verse 14, of his 
Gospel; and Peter refers to it in his 
Second Epistle, chapter 1: 16-18. 

After their wonderful experience on 
the mountaintop, Jesus led His disciples 
down to the valley where there was work 
waiting to be done, — 

The second story in this chapter is in 
verses 14 to 18. Read them together. 
What did the distressed father think of 
Jesus? (That He would be able to cure 
his son.) And our merciful Lord did 
not disappoint him, though the disciples 
had. 

A non-Christian teacher in our build- 
ing some years ago got quite friendly 
with me. One day I said something 
about the Lord. She at once exclaimed: 
“Oh, are you a Christian? I don’t like 
Christian people! They think they're bet- 
ter than anyone else, and make unkind 
remarks about everyone who does not 
believe as they do!” 

I said: “I am sorry you have had such 
an unfortunate experience with people 
professing to be Christians. I know a 
number of Christians who are not like 
that. But let me ask you just one ques- 
tion: ‘Have you ever become acquainted 
with the Lord Jesus and found Him dis- 
appointing?’” 

She replied, “I can’t say that I have.” 

Then I said, “I wish you would come to 
the Saviour Himself! Any Christian 
might disappoint you, but He never, 
never will.” Before the end of the year 
she did come to the Lord Jesus. And she 
has testified since that He never has dis- 
appointed her. 

The last story in the chapter is found 
in verses 24 to 27. Here we find what 
the tax collectors thought of Jesus. He 
had done many mighty works in Caper- 
naum and He was their rightful King, 
yet when He came back to the city, these 
men asked Peter, “Doth not your master 
pay tribute?” They were willfully blind 
to His wonderful character, His count- 
less miracles, and His amazing power 
over nature which proved that He was 
God. To them He was only “Peter’s 
master,” and they wanted the money 
from Him the same as from any other 
man. To them He was a stranger. 

Jesus revealed His perfection as both 
God and man in answering this demand, 
As perfect man, He had Peter pay the 
tax, but He directed him to the money 
in a way that only God could have done, 

What do you think of Christ? Do you 
recognize Him as the Son of God, your 
Saviour, the one able to supply all your 
needs? Or is He still to you a stranger? 

In your notebooks write: “Matthew 
17,” “The Transfiguration,” “The Lunatic 
Boy Healed,” “The Miracle of the Tribute 
Money.” Then make a silhouette of a 
fish, and copy verse 27. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
God's Beloved Son (Matt. 17:1-9) 


OR the review of Matthew 16 use a 

picture of the Lord Jesus with His 
disciples. Write the words, “Thou art 
the Christ,” coming from the mouth of 
one who might be Peter. Make a cross 
over the head of Christ to suggest His 
words in verse 21. Peter just couldn't 
believe that Jesus the Christ, the Son of 
God, would be killed on a cross. That 
didn’t look very kinglike. But it was go- 
ing to happen to the Lord Jesus—yet 
He was King. 

God gave Peter and two of his friends 
another sure proof that Jesus was the 
King of Glory and that He was God's 
Son. What proof did they see that He 
was King of Glory? Read the part of 
Matthew 17 that tells how He looked, 
flashing with glory (v. 2). What proof 
did they have that He was the Son of 
God? Read the verse that tells what 
they saw and heard (v. 5). Other myste- 
rious, glorious, heavenly beings were 
seen, too—who? Luke tells us what they 
talked about—not about the glory of the 
Lord Jesus as King of Heaven—not about 
His high position as the Son of God— 
but about the marvelous death He should 
die on the cross. That was the wonder- 
ful part to Moses and Elijah—the King 
of Heaven, the Son of God, dying like 
a criminal on the cross to pay for their 
sins that they, too, might share the glory 
and happiness of Heaven with Him. 
Wonderful death, the glory of love! It 
was for you and me as well as for Moses 
and Elijah. But it was too mysterious 
and strange for Peter and the others to 
understand then. They shook their heads 
in puzzlement as they came down the 
mountain next morning. Death! Rising 
from the dead! What did it mean? 

But soon there was something else to 
think about—a boy who had fits. Read 
all of chapter 17 this week. You will 
also find out how Peter once got the 
money to pay his tax. Your father prob- 
ably can’t do it that way! 

“This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased” (Matt. 17:5, Memory 
Verse). Who was speaking? About 
whom was He speaking? Why: do you 
think He was pleased? Are any others 
sons of God? Not in the same sense that 
the Lord Jesus is; but see John 1:12; Ro- 
mans 8:14-16. Are you a son of God? 
Have you received the Lord Jesus who 
died on the cross as your Saviour? Have 
you been adopted? Is your name writ- 
ten down? Do you pray, “Our Father 
which art in heaven”? Last week we 
wondered what people said about you. 
Today think: What does God say about 
me? Is He pleased with what I do? Is 
He pleased with the way I read the 
Bible? He said to Peter, James, and 
John, “Hear him.” Where do you hear 
the Lord’s words? Yes, and are you 
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a good witness to pass those words on 
to others as Peter and John did? (If 
pupils are interested, let them retell from 
fhe pictures some of the recent stories 
of the visualized Gospel as they might 
tell them at home. This gives oppor- 
tunity to correct errors or misunder- 
standings.) Is God pleased with the way 
you have loved one another this week: 
kind words, no quarrels, glad to help 
with the work? Oh, dear! Shall we 
ask Him again to forgive us? And to 
help us be loving and forgiving? “Our 
Father . . . forgive us our debts. . , 
And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is... 
the power.” 

On the blackboard outline an open 
book, lips, and a hand large enough to 
write the respective promises on them: 
I will read the Bible. It will tell about 
Jesus. I will be loving, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OROTHY, who is nicknamed Dee, is 

eight years old—just the age of you 
girls—and she lives in Philadelphia. She 
has an Aunt Dorothy (whom she calls 
Aunt Dot) who is very, very good to 
her and who takes her to many places 
—places where all children would love 
to go. Once last summer, for instance, 
Aunt Dot took her to New York City 
so she could spend most of a day on a 
great French ocean liner. Another time, 
the two went together by train to Chi- 
cago. Dee had lots of fun going to bed 
and eating on the train. And the man 
in charge of the dining car said that he 
had séen lots of little girls during the 
twenty-four years he had worked on the 
train, but Dee was the first one he had 
ever seen bow her head and pray beforé 
eating! But do you think they went 
home by train? No, indeed. They 
boarded an airplane and flew home! 
Don't you wish you could go places with 
Aunt Dot? 

Not long ago Dee was talking about 
her Sunday school perfect attendance 
pin. (She and Aunt Dot were driving 
home from Pittsburgh, Pa.) “I’m glad 
I didn’t miss Sunday school today,” Dee 
said. “It’s fun to visit other Sunday 
schools when I’m away from home. Be- 
sides, I would not have wanted to miss 
today’s lesson for anything!” 

“What did you learn today, Dee?” 

“I learned a brand new word. It's 
trans— trans—” 

“Transfiguration,” Aunt Dot helped 
her. 

“Yes, that’s right. Transfiguration. 
Now I'm going to tell you about the 
lesson. Is that all right?” Dee wanted 
to know. 

“I'd be very glad to hear it.” 

“The Lord Jesus had been telling His 
disciples that He was going to have to 
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Jewish Christians. 











Many of these converted Jews, many 
Jewish displaced persons, orphaned 
Jewish children, widows and others of 
God’s chosen people in Israel, Germany, 
France, Belgium, Poland, England and 
the United States are in desperate need 
of material help. More important even 
than their physical need, is their need 
for spiritual strengthening and 
encouragement in their distress. 
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suffer terrible things and then die. But 
He told them, too, that He would rise 
again from the dead. But you know, 
Aunt Dot, the disciples could not under- 
stand that. They knew that He was the 
Son of God and they did not think that 
God’s Son should die. 

“So the Lord Jesus took Peter and 
James and John, three of His disciples, 
up on a high mountain with Him. He 
often went up on the mountains, and 
some very important things happened 


when He was on mountains (Matt. 4: 
8-10; 5: 27:33: Acis 1:4-12). All of a 


sudden, right before their very eyes, the 
Lord Jesus was entirely changed—He 
was transfigured. His face became as 
bright as the sun, Aunt Dot. Why the 


disciples must not have been able to 
look right at Him, for you know how 
bright the sun gets! His clothes be- 
came white and glistering (Luke 9:29). 
that means dazzling. One time when 
Moses had been on a mountain and 
talked with God, his face shone (Exod. 


34: 29-35) because God’s glory was being 
reflected on him. But the bright, shin- 
ing glory that the Lord Jesus had was 
not reflected, nor was it a light shining 
on Him, but it came from within Himself 
—for He is truly God (John 14:9). 

“Then another wonderful miracle hap- 
pened. Moses and Elijah appeared and 
talked with the Lord Jesus Christ, Moses, 
who had given the Law, had been dead 
for hundreds of years: and Elijah, a 
prophet, had been taken to Heaven by a 
whirlwind several hundred years be- 
fore. But the Lord Jesus had referred 
to the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 
7:12), and now their presence indicated 
that they knew Him to be the true Son 
of God. 

“Peter was so astonished and excited 
that he did not know what to do. So 
he spoke up, ‘Lord, it is good for us to 
be here! If you consent, I will put up 
three tents here, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah’ (Williams 
Translation). Peter did not want the 
Lord Jesus to have to go back to Jeru- 
salem and suffer and die, as He had said 
He would. But while Peter was speak- 
ing, a bright cloud came down over them 
and God’s voice spoke to them: ‘ “This 
is my Son, my beloved, in whom I 
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am delighted. Keep on listening to 
Him!” When the disciples heard it, they 
fell upon their faces, for they were ter- 
ribly frightened. Then Jesus came and 
touched them, and said, “Get up and do 
not be so afraid.” They looked up and saw 
no one but Jesus Himself’ (Williams 
Translation). 

“God certainly does love the Lord 
Jesus, Aunt Dot, and I love Him, too. I 
really want to listen to Him when He 
speaks, and I want to be the kind of 
Christian that He wants me to be.” 

“You’ll be sure to tell the lesson to 
Mother and Daddy, won't you?” Aunt 
Dot asked. 

And that is just what Dee did. 

LANCASTER, PA, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 


explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 


illustration accepted. and $2 for the best one 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 


given to illustration 
Readers are asked 
each lesson to 


Tables.” Preference i 
on the printed lesson text 
to limit the total submitted 9 
four illustrations 
In the Face of Jesus Christ.—This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased: hear ye him (Matt. 17:5, Golden 
Text). 
They had talked of God in the quiet time 
Of the evening's holy place; 
“Mother,” he cried as she tucked him in, 
“I want a God with a face.” 
The Father Eternal heard that cry 
, Ere ever the worlds began, 
And He answered it when He gave Himself 
In the flesh of the Son of man 
And this mother gave to her little son 
The gift of a love unpriced; « 
The light of the knowledge and glory of 
God 
In the face of Jesus, the Christ, 
—From Sara Elizabeth Sprouse, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Josephine 
A, Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y 


Saturation Before Nlumination.—Jesus 
taketh Peter, James, and John his 
brother, and bringeth them up into an 


high mountain apart (Matt. 17:1). Mrs. 
Moody told me something one day .. . 
which I think I shall never forget. She 


said that in England there is a firebrick, 
and the slogan of the maker’s advertise- 
ment is this: “For every hour of satura- 
tion there is a corresponding hour of 
illumination.” Take that old brick and 
soak it. If you soak it an hour it will 
burn an hour. If you soak it for two 
hours, it will give out heat for two hours, 
For every hour of saturation there is 
a corresponding hour of illumination. , , , 
If you are going to be before the people 
an hour, get alone with God an hour! 
For every hour that you absorb, you will 
get an hour to help somebody else. Out 
from you will come light and power.— 
From the Rev. Melvin E, Trotter, in 
Record of Christian Work... Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. Prize 
illustration. 











Lesson for January 18 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (13) 13 


God’s Substitutions.—It is good for us raise herself and put her feet where miles of ocean to Bermuda and a new 
to be here: let us make here three _ her head had been, and prostrate herself lease of life.” So all who would cure 
tabernacles (Matt. 17:4). The Lord had once more; and so she went on. He children, or anyone else, of the deadly 
something for Peter much better than went up to her and asked her what she_ disease called sin, must seek and accept 





that. I remember years ago living in a’ was doing, and she gave in answer one “power from without,” the power prom- 
town where I could never buy anything Indian word which means, “A vision of ised in Acts 1:8, the power of the Lord 
to fit me. I used to send away occa- It.” He knew that woman was going © Jesus, and “His name through faith in 
sionally to a certain big store for what to travel thousands of miles in this way His name” will give “perfect sound- 
I needed, and ) would send me _ to see what she thought was a sacred _ness.”"—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
printed or forms. At the bottom of flame coming from a mountain. A great sham, Sussex, Eng. 

the forms were some such words as_ longing came over him that not only 


Trying To Believe?—O faithless and 
perverse generation (Matt. 17:17). A 
lady said, when I had explained the wa; 
of life as clearly as I knew how and 
shown her some plain, definite passages 


these: “If we have not the article you that woman, but all India might have a 
order in -stock vy we substitute?” vision, not of “it,” but of “Him.”—From 
Once I said, “Yes,” and they wrote, “We the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
are sorry we have not in stock the article Clark, Southport, Eng, 


rOl le 1 ) we are substi g 

7 "aa sh i os Ee ae Power From Without.—They could not from the Hols Scr iptures, “Well I 
was worth double the price I paid. They cure him (Matt. 17:16). Why could not trying to believe “Trying to believe 
made it a rule, if they could not supply the disciples cure the lunatic child? They whom I inquired it is God who ha 
the article ordered to substitute with Pitied him and his father, no doubt. spoken in His Word. What do you ree 
one of a much better quality. Ever They knew his healing would be in by saying you are trying to oeleve 
after that 1 printed it out boldly so they accordance with their Master’s wishes. Him?” She saw her sin and het mistake, 
would erstand it—YES When we Yet they could not heal him. The Lord and exclaimed, “Oh, r did not realize 
pray to God, we had better put on the Jesus gave the answer: it was~because what I was saying. Yes, I can nd I 
ouiies fo that we are quite willing to unbelief. They had not faith in that do believe what God has declare d 
let Him s Htute for sie time He Power, outside themselves altogether, From “Illustrations of Bible Trutl bi 
does He sends us something far better, that the Lord Jesus could give. In the H.A. Ironside. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
“exceeding abundantly above all that we A®nual Report of the Scripture Gift Topeka, Kans 


ask or think”!—From the Gospel Wit- Mis: ion for 1952 is the following Early It’s the Patient That Matters.—Jesus 
in 1949 the S.S. Leicester was caught in said bring him hither to me 

hurricane off the West Indies. Her . and the child was cured from that 
crew abandoned her, But when the very hour (Matt. 17:17. 18). Sir Astley 


ness. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham 
Surrey, Eng. 


Not “It,” but “Him.”—When they had _ storm had passed, ocean-going tugs found (Cooper, on visiting Paris, was asked by 
lifted up the eyes, they saw no man, her still riding the seas, albeit with a_ the surgeon-in-chief how many times he 
save Jesus onl Matt. 17:8). A mission- fifty degree list to port. Towlines were had performed a certain wonderful feat 
ary one day saw a poor woman lying’ put aboard, and ‘power from without’ of surgery. He replied, “I have per- 


prostrate on the ground, he saw her’ brought the derelict safely across 850 formed that difficult operation thirteen 
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NEGRO PREACHERS 


respond to Bible teaching with special glory 
to God. Free correspondence lessons sent. 
Prayer helpers urgently needed. 

CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 


Shelton (ollege 


Formerly The Notional Bible Institute 

offers a liberal arts education free from 
denominational bias and all entangling 
alliances with modernism. 

More and more churches and mission 
boards are demanding college trained 
candidates. Shelton provides high 
college standards on a sound Bible- 
believing basis with strong theological 
and pre-theological departments. Write 
for catalog. 


Shelton College 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 














LIVING PICTURES 


CUTOUTS for the 
BIBLE STORY 


The best cutout figures obtainable. Sufficient 
to tell hundreds of Bible stories. 

SCENIC BACKGROUNDS 

Printed with vivid artists’ oil colors, giving an 


unusual depth of color and a realistic beauty. 


ViIS-U-FOLD 
Fabric board, folds into compact roll. Tele- 
scoping aluminum tripod. Assembles in less 
than a minute. 


Write for free folder to 


STORY-O-GRAPHS 
P. 0. Box 145M Pasadena 16, California 
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times.” “Thirteen only?” said the 
Frenchman; “I have done it one hundred 
and sixty times.” Sir Astley Cooper 
looked at the Frenchman in blank 
amazement, and asked, “How many did 
you save out of the hundred and sixty?” 
“How many did you save, Sir Astely?” 
“Eleven out of the thirteen. And you?” 
“Ah, monsieur, I perform the operations, 
but I lose the patients; but the opera- 
tions are very brilliant indeed.” Christ 
is not like that. He never loses a case 
that is submitted to Him in faith—From 
the Christian. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 7) 


1. The traditional site is Mt. Tabor, but 
most scholars favor Mt, Hermon. 

2. Matthew considers the days between 
two events, while Luke reckons in the 
usual way, counting the day from and 
the day to, as well as the days between. 

3. The raising of Jairus’ daughter, the 
Transfiguration, and the agony in Geth- 
semane, 

4. (1) John 1:14; (2) 2 Peter 1:16-18. 

5. The Lord’s death (Luke 9:31). 

6. We do not know, unless it was by 
a spiritual intuition, ‘suggestive of that 
power of recognition which we shall 
have in Heaven. 

7. His baptism (Matt. 3:17); here in the 
Transfiguration; and when the Greeks 
came to Him in Jerusalem (John 12: 
28). 

8. On all three occasions, He was com- 
mitting Himself to the cross. 

9. He had a violent form af lunacy, 
coupled with demon possession. 

10. A token of His power and a prom- 
ise of His coming again (2 Pet, 1:16). 


ELMHuRsT, ILL, 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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AKNOLDS Conner 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM LESSONS FOR 1953 


Not just a compilation of notes and clippings—ARNOLD'’S is an 
organized, scholarly edited storehouse of ideas. Dr. Olmstead packs 
into its pages such a wealth of aids that you needn’t look elsewhere 
to prepare outstanding lessons. 


Geared for Todays Great Need 


ARNOLD'S meets the challenge in the spiritual revival that is 
developing in our country. With departments from primary up this 
great commentary helps you to “build” a lesson with spiritual 
impact. Verse by verse explanation of the text, discussions on the lesson, pro- 
vocative questions, illustrations and side lights, plus “my point of view” by 
different writers provide an overabundance of practical helps. All this for only 
thbound. At your bookstore or 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1953 


HE Sunpay ScuHoo. Times list of les- 

sons, in the International Uniform 
series, for 1953 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Lessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological 
order, giving the over-all lesson titles, 
Scripture references, and Golden Texts, 
and then gives the devotional readings 
and the specific topics for the various de- 
partments of the Sunday school. 

It is a tool, not only for superintend- 
ents and teachers, but for the pupils as 
well. Some schools place these lists in 
the hands of each pupil as an encour- 
agement for lesson preparation. Some 
use them in the Sunday school sessions, 
instead of lesson leaflets, as a stimulus to 
the use of the Bible itself in the classroom 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Some superintendents use these lists to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TrMEs use this lesson 
list in preparing and submitting illus- 
trations for “The Illustration Round 
Table” in the lesson department each 
week, 

Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 
help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 a 
dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for the 1953 lesson list. 


“w 


Hughes Memorial Chapel 
of Bethel Mission of China 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers 

will remember the Bethel Mission 
of China, which was founded by Dr. 
Mary Stone and Miss Jennie V. Hughes 
many years ago as a medical, Bible sem- 
inary, educational, and evangelistic cen- 
ter. Miss Hughes has gone to be with 
the Lord, but Dr. Stone and her co- 
workers carry on. Dr. Stone writes: 

“We are happy to tell you that the 
Hughes Memorial Chapel is nearing com- 
pletion in Hong Kong! 

“As soon as the news of the Home- 
going of ‘Auntie Hughes’ reached the 
ears of our adopted children, who are 
scattered around the world, they started 
collecting the Hughes Memorial Fund. 
We prayed definitely for guidance, for 
a few thought it was not wise to build 
in Hong Kong just now. We decided 
this way—if the needed funds come in, 
we will build; if not, we will know that 
it is not His will for us to build now. 

“In seven months friends from far and 
near sent in $9,686.50 of the needed 
$10,000! What do you suppose we did? 
You guessed right. Alice Lan started 
the work on June 30 of this year, and 
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will dedicate the chapel when schools 
begin in September, the Lord willing. 

“Please pray for the students of our 
Bethel Bible Seminary, Bethel High 
School, Bethel Children’s School, and all 
their teachers, who will be worshiping 
in the new building. May God save and 
sanctify many for His service. 

“Please also pray that the needed 
funds for the chairs, pulpit, piano, lights, 
and other furnishings will be provided. 
We give God all the glory for this chapel 
in memory of my companion and co- 
worker for forty-five years. We will 
dedicate it to His service like all of our 
other buildings in Shanghai and Hong 
Kong. 

“Special prayers are also needed for 
our growing work in Formosa and Indo- 
nesia, that the many thousand refugees 
who have gathered in these places will 
become harvest for Him.” 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 18 


3. I Promise—To Support My Church 
(Matt. 16:13-20; John 15:4-10) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS third topic, in the series of three 

on the significance of the Christian 
Endeavor pledge, or covenant, calls at- 
tention to that part of the pledge which 
reads, “I promise ,. . . to support my 
own church in every way, especially by 
attending all her regular Sunday and 
mid-week services, unless prevented by 
some reason which I can conscientiously 
give to my Saviour.” The church in 
view here is, of course, the local church 
of which one is a member, and perhaps, 
in some sense, the denomination of 
which that church is a part. The two 
Scripture portions assigned for this topic, 
however, bring into view a far greater 
Church, made up, not of denominations 
and individual churches, but comprised 
of all believers who have been saved 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and His substitutionary death on the 
cross. This Church has no physical or- 
ganization or ecumenical council. It is 
an organism, of which every believer is 
a part and of which the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself is the Head, 


4 


Now it is possible for a Christian to 
be a true member of the Church of 
Christ at large, through faith in Christ, 
and not be a member of a local church 
or denomination. However, except un- 
der very unusual circumstances, this is 
not practical or desirable, and we shall 
see in a moment that it is also difficult 
to be obedient to the Lord’s commands 
unless we are linked with a local Chris- 
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yy RABBI DANIEL ZION — converted Jewish scholar and rell- 
/#. gious leader — formerly Chief Rabbi of Bulgaria — one of the 
most talked about and most respected men in Israel today. 


~ God's man for this hour w {sree 


Rabbi Zion is now helping the relief and Gospel 
ministry of the International Board of Jewish Missions te 
-. the hungry souls of Israel. 

\ Rabbi Zion is being mightily used of God in the 
salvation of Jewish souls. Pray for this phase of our world- 
\ wide’ ministry to Jews. Give it your wholehearted support. 
Send for our free newsletter about Rabbi Zion and 

his work. Write dept. S 








° * —_ JACOB GARTENHAUS, D.D., Litt.D., Pres., 
nternational Board of Jewish Missions, Inc. “> 6. sox 1256, Atlanta 1, Georgia 




















CHILDREN 

ae Room has been made for these boys BUT even 
as there was “No room” when the Christ Child was to be born, 
that answer must still be given to dazed, desperate, ragged, foot- 
sore, starving little children, with big eyes long past tears. 


The happy boys shown above and their companions in the 
Home of Onesiphorus have not only found “room” and loving 
care, but they have also been introduced to the Lord Jesus Christ 
as The Savior, and they have made room for Him in their hearts. 


For as little as $15 a month for the coming year you can 
“make room” in the Home of Onesiphorus for another child — 
a gift to him of life itself, and Eternal Life too, as he comes to 
know Jesus as his personal Savior. 


Will you prayerfully consider this means of cooperating in 
Jesus’ command to 


“Suffer the little children to come unto Me, 
for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven”? 


The Home of Onesiphorus, an interdenominational faith 
mission, is depending on prayers and gifts of individuals and 
churches. At Hong Kong among Chinese, and in the orphanages 
in Lebanon and The Jordan among displaced Palestinians, other 
desperately needy ones can be admitted only as funds are provided. 
Your gifts, for full or partial support, should be mailed to the 
headquarters: Dept. 15° 
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avert" \ "HOME or ONESIPHORUS 


eHNor Wo 3939 N. HAMLIN AVENUE 


oY ; 
\ ee” CHICAGO 18, ILLINOIS 
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they’re coming again to one of 
the oldest and greatest of 


omieer-as BIBLE INSTITUTE’S 


47th ANNUAL 


FOUNDER'S 
















All over the continent, indeed tn far points of the 
world, Christians are making their plans to attend 
Founder’s Weck. Join the thousands who will be 


coming this year to this thrilling convention of 
Bible minisiry, song and fellowship! You'll go 
back to your church and job filled with renewed 


zeal for the things of the Lord. 


HEAR THESE NATIONALLY KNOWN CHRISTIAN LEADERS: 
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*% DR. JOHN G. MITCHELL * DR. AUBREY P. WHITE 
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Fer detailed program or other information write Room § 424 * Missionary Symposium 
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tian group of one kind or another. How- 
ever, the fact that believers are pri- 
marily linked with that Church, which 
is made up of all of the members of the 
body of Christ, puts upon each of us a 
responsibility to see that, in joining any 
local group or church, such a group is 
true to the fundamentals of the Chris- 
tian faith as set forth in God's Word. Un- 
fortunately, in the day in which we live 
there are denominations, frequently 
characterized as Christian, that have of- 
ficially abandoned the position they once 
held of conformity to the fundamentals 
of the Christian faith, notably a belief 
in the deity of the Lord Jesus, the vir- 
gin birth, the bodily resurrection, and 
the divine inspiration of the Scriptures. 
When we take a pledge to support the 
work and worship of a specific or local 
church, it is our responsibility to be 
certain that that church is true to the 
Lord Jesus Christ in every respect and 
that our efforts and our money and our 
prayers will be directed in the propaga- 
tion of the true Gospel and not some 
other gospel built on man’s philosophy 
and conjecture. The only “rock” upon 
which Christ said He would build His 
Church is the rock of belief in the Lord 
Jesus Himself as the Christ, the Son of 
the living God which Peter proclaimed 
and for which he was commended in the 
Scripture chosen for this week from 
Matthew 16, 
se 

Now, lest any of us should get the 
wrong idea that because there are some 
churches that do not hold fast the true 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ it would 
be better for us not to be linked with 
any local church, it is important that we 
should see some of the reasons why 
banding together with other believers in 
some church group is Scriptural and 
necessary: 

My 

In the first place, the true Christian 
church in the community is a restraint 
against evil and wickedness. It is a 
practical and tangible evidence to evil- 
doers that there are those in the com- 
munity who stand for godliness, right- 
eousness, and law and order. 


C§ 


on 


i 


3 


The local church gives individuals the 
opportunity, Sunday after Sunday, by 
their very attendance to acknowledge 
their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
in His Word and thus give a Christian 
witness, 

se 


Few of us, as individuals, have the 
ability or the opportunity to carry on 
the active work of carrying the Gos- 
pel to others. But, banded together 
with other believers, this active testi- 
mony can be given through the preach- 
ing of the Word in the community, and 
reaching out, by sending forth and sup- 
porting missionaries, to carry the Gospel 
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into distant lands and to needy and un- 
reached places in our own land, 
ve 

One of our Lord’s great prayer prom- 
ises was given to two or more who 
might gather together to pray (Matt 
18:19). It is true that this promise may 
be claimed by groups of two or three 
believers in the home, but, in a larger 
sense, one of the most effective opportu- 
nities for united prayer comes through 
the organized church and its activities. 


The Lord has commanded believers 
not to forsake the assembling of them- 
selves together, as the manner of some 
is (Heb, 10:23-25). Without the organ- 
ized church and the one day in the week 
for worship it would be difficult for 
many believers to obey this command 

In the same way the Lord’s command 
regarding the observance of the Lord’s 
Supper ‘(Luke 22:19) cannot well be 
obeyed except by the opportunity af- 
forded by the organized church. 


To all of these should be added the 
opportunities that church attendance af- 
fords for Bible study, Christian teach- 
ing and the training of the young, and 
the fact that Christians need the inspira- 
tion and the admonition and even the 
correction that come from the Lord 
through other believers in order to pro- 
duce strong, healthy, Christian 
in grace. 

Let us face squarely, then, the respon- 
sibility that comes to each of us to be 
a part of, and to support with our pres- 
ence, our personal service, and our 
money the Christian church of our choice 
that is true to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and His Word, realizing that this rela- 
tionship is twofold—we need the Chris- 
tian church and the Christian church 
needs us, and both must have and ac- 
knowledge the Lord Jesus as Head in all 
things. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


growth 
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Last Call 
for the Bible Lands Cruise 


HERE is still time to join the 

Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise, sail- 
ing February 18, 1953, from New York. 
If you are interested, you should write 
or phone at once for the Bulletin, as 
indicated below. 

From the time the Cruise members 
step ashore at the Bay of Naples, where 
Paul landed 1,900 years ago, until they 
stand on the Mount of Olives in Jeru- 
salem, the group will constantly be visit- 
ing significant Biblical sites. Spring is 
the time to visit Palestine if one can 
get away at that season, for then the 
beautiful “lilies of the field” cover the 
Judean hillsides, 


One of the many other high lights of 
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the trip will be the daily lectures by 
Dr. Free while’ crossing the ocean. This 
will be his eighth trip to Europe and the 
Bible Lands. 

There will also be fine Christian fel- 
lowship with other believers from all 
walks of life and from every age group. 
For descriptive Bulletin and further de- 
tails, write at once to Dr. Joseph P. 
Free, Bible Lands Cruise, Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, Ill. Or telephone Wheaton 
8-2248 and ask for either Dr. or Mrs. 
Free. 


oy 
ve 


Self-Centered 


(Continued from second page) 


noticeable in laymen, and there are some 
of both who do not have it. The corre- 
spondent has probed to the root of the 
trouble when he says, “I suppose this is 
human nature.” It is, with a capital 
“T” at the center of it. The trouble is 
characteristic of the carnal man, de- 
scribed in the seventh of Romans, where 
the pronoun “I” is used thirty-three 
times in the King James Version, in 
contrast to the eighth chapter, where 
“T” is mentioned only twice, incidentally, 
and the Spirit appears nineteen times. 
Miss Ruth Paxson used to point out that 
“I” is in the middle of “sin,” “strife,” 
and “pride.” Someone else has pointed 
out that one secret of real joy is to keep 
the order of the following acrostic: 


Jesus—First 
Others—Second 
Yourself—Last 


One’s face will not express interest in 
another unless there is real interest in 
one’s heart in the other person. One. in 
whom self is dominant will naturally 
try to turn the conversation toward what 
interests him, and he will make light of 
the ministry or the need of another man 
When the Holy Spirit is in control of 
a man’s life, he will remember and apply 
these often-forgotten Scriptures: ‘Let 
no man seek his own, but each his neigh- 
bor’s good” (1 Cor, 10:24, A.S.V.); “Let 
nothing be done through strife or vain- 
glory: but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves” 
(Phil. 2:3). The Apostle Paul paid a 
remarkable tribute to Timothy when he 
promised to send him to the Philippians, 
and added, “For I have no man like- 
minded, who will naturally care for your 
state. For all seek their own, not the 
things which are Jesus Christ’s” (Phil. 
2:20). 

od 

There never has been a spiritual re- 
vival which did not begin with an acute 
sense of sin. We are never prepared for 
a spiritual ¢gdvance until we see the 
necessity of getting rid of that which has 
been hindering it, and that in the sight 
of God is sin—W. Graham Scroggie, in 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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Scofield Zibles Vs," ihe ner loove 


styles to choose from. 
Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hemburg, New York. 
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EVERYDAY CARDS 


Superb Satin Velour and Metallic 
Show rich new card 


s never before 
offered. Get easy orders FAST! A- 
mazing values low as 21 for $1. Up 
to 100% profit. Free Samples. Scent- 
ed Stationery, Charmettes, Napkins, 
other Personalized Items. 50 other 
Assortments retail en eer -- ° 
Three $1 boxes ON APPROVAL. No 
Eeaines needed. Start now—WRITE TODAY! 
2801 Locust St., Dept. 3104-A, St. Louis 3, Mo, 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Chester Ave. aad 58th St., Philadelphia 45, Pa 
Rev. H. George Vorsheim, Jr., Th.M., F.R.G.S 
100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

January 18 to 25, 1953 
8 p.m. Dr. T. Roland Philips 
Presbytery and Community Night 
. Dr. Edwin H. Rian 
W ednesday -Dr Archibald Campbell Korea 


Sunden 
Fencdina 


Thursday Bible School Night 
Friday —Old Timers’ Dinner, 6.50 p.m 
Sunday —11 a.m., Communion 
8 p-m., Missionary Night 
Rev. Chester G. Ranck 
1853 “A Century of Christian Service” 1953 
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CONFESSES 
“If | had somewhere to go, I would 
leave the priesthood tomorrow .. .” 


This is true of hundreds of other dis- 
illusioned priests. 


Help us give them the spiritual and 
material help they need to break the 
chains of Romanism. You can help 
them find saving faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We need your prayerful 
support. 


Send for the free pamphlet 
BONDAGE TO FREEDOM” 
which tells the true stories 
of five former priests. 





“FROM 
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Prayer Life of Fredrik Franson 
(Continued from page 5) 


Franson had led to Christ became mar- 
tyrs in the Boxer Rebellion; others, still 
living, give testimony to the influence of 
his hands on their heads, the power of 
which is still felt in their lives. 
Remarkable healings were seen un- 
der Franson’s prayer of faith. Often this 
would lead him into that unknown 
world, the valley of the shadow of 
death, where time and space became 
lost and a soul was struggling with forces 
of death. In Skien, Norway, a woman 
lay dying from brain fever, with com- 
plications, having been unconscious for 
days, her breast heavirig in death agony. 
Franson at her bedside in prayer sud- 
denly arose, saying in a strong voice, 
“In the name of Christ I command death 
to flee!” Suddenly the dying woman 
opened her eyes, rose, and asked for 
food. That same night she walked 
twenty minutes through a snowstorm 
to a church meeting where a revival 
started as a result of her testimony. 
Fredrik Franson used to say that, if 
you are depleted in strength, go to the 
woods and be alone with God, then you 
will renew your strength. The only 
sickness that it did not seem God would 
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2 enthusiasm and fellowship. 


many old favorites and a 
number of new songs. Special 
emphasis on the deeper life. 

Smartly designed reinforced manila 
binding. Round notes. 
35¢ each, postpaid. 


mailing extra 
THE NEW CRUSADE SONGS 
107 popular songs and 
choruses in this best 
seller. Over 100,000 copies 
sold! Reinforced manila 


binding. Round notes. ; 


20¢ each, postpaid. $17.50 _ hundred, 
mauing extra 
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Sve? HYMNS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE (21st Edition) — 504 of 

: the best-loved hymns of the Christian faith. You are sure 
to find your favorites in this large selection. The perfect 
book for church and home. Includes 36 responsive read- 
ings. Hymns are conveniently indexed by topics, titles 

and first lines. Round notes, Cloth bound. 

$1.35 each, postpaid. 


To keep you singing 3 popular song books 


* SONG BOOKS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS — put life in 


your meetings, inspire singing that creates a spirit of 


REDEMPTION MELODIES — 138 songs and choruses. «+ 


$30.00 per a , 


e CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


1517 NORTH THIRD STREET © HARRISBURG, PA. 


$125.00 per hundred, 
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heal was seasickness, the only physical 
handicaps he had on his voyages. 

Humility was a very prominent char- 
acteristic in Franson’s life. When criti- 
cized he would generally say, “Dear 
Lord, all honor is Thine and the shame 
is mine—I take it all on me.” This hum- 
ble spirit made him an efficient peace- 
maker. Once, in Venezuela, when two 
missionaries got into a heated argument, 
Franson approached them and with tears 
streaming down his cheeks said, “Breth- 
ren, be very careful about hard words, 
they wound so easily and they are so 
hard to heal.” In Durban, Africa, 
where he visited a church in which the 
members were split because of racial 
pride he prayed for the church in these 
words: “O God, I think it is so grand 
about those goats who met on the nar- 
row bridge, crossing the river, when 
there was no room to pass, one goat 
lay down and let the other pass over 
him.” 

Fredrik Franson, like the Apostle Paul, 
did not possess much of earthly goods. 
What the statesman Gladstone said about 
another man could be applied to him, 
“His riches consisted in the fewness of 
his wants.” When on journeys, in order 
to save money for mission work, he 
traveled on the cheapest class by train 
or boat. Once when someone asked him 
why hé traveled in the third class he 
answered, “Because there was no fourth 
class.” 

Being color-blind to denominational 
differences, he sought fellowship with all 
evangelical Christians. Once while 
traveling in Brazil he preached in a Ger- 
man colony church in the morning, wear- 
ing a black priestly gown, and in an 
American Episcopal church in the eve- 
ning with its white surplice. All his 
life Franson sought unity of Christian 
workers, both at home and on the mission 
field. Visiting the Island of Jamaica, 
some months before his death, he held 
meetings for missionaries of several de- 
nominations at work on the island, Upon 
his departure he was presented with a 
beautiful letter of appreciation, signed 
by forty-eight missionaries who had been 
present at the conference. 

Franson, like all men, had his faults. 
Living only for spiritual results in his 
labor made him careless and somewhat 
disorderly in material things, of which 
his suitcase bore evidence. Forgetful- 
ness was another fault which he tried to 
overcome by prayer, as he did with all 
other faults. He was accused of fanati- 
cism in evangelistic and missionary zeal, 
as when he would cross benches in after- 
meetings in order to reach quickly souls 
who were in distress. Once he was seen 


jumping down from a gallery when the 
stairway was blocked by the crowd of 
people attending his meeting. 

Toward the end of his life there was 
born in Franson's heart and mind the 
desire to start campaigns for youth and 
children throughout the United States. 
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In the mountains of Colorado, while 
resting after a strenuous missionary 
journey of four years around the world, 
he became burdened in prayer, and the 
desire to reach young people especially 
with the Gospel message came to him. 

Franson did not live to carry out his 
Colorado mountain plan, but in the Chi- 
cago church of one of his associates, Dr. 
C. T. Dyrness, a man was saved whom 
God had destined to carry Franson’s 
prayer-plan into action. By the initia- 
tive of Dr. Torrey Johnson, the Youth 
for Christ movement has become a 
world-wide crusade for the salvation of 
the youth of this generation. 

In Colorado Springs, August 2, 1908, 
Fredrik Franson departed from this life 
at fifty-six years of age, when his youth- 
ful spirit broke loose from a body weak- 
ened and worn out in the Lord’s service. 
No wife or earthly children followed him 
to his last resting place, but a host of 
spiritual children, the world over, 
mourned the departure of their spiritual 
father, counselor, and director. A great 
host of them followed his body to its 
last resting place at Mount Olive Ceme- 
tery, Chicago. 

What in Biblical terminology described 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the first-century fiery revivalist who 
prepared the way for the Lord's first 
coming became a fitting epitaph of this 
nineteenth and twentieth century apos- 
tle, who was destined to prepare the way 
for the Lord’s second coming. On his 
gravestone can be read these words: 
“A MAN SENT FROM GOD.” 


Brook.tyn, N. Y. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 12 to 18 


Mon.—Matthew 3:13-17. 
The Voice at His Baptism. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And lo a voice 
from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Jesus, 
the only begotten Son of the Father, 
was introduced into this world by the 
light of a star, the chanting of angels, 
the voice of the Forerunner, and com- 
mendation from God out of Heaven. No 
other person in this world or the next 
shall have this honor. And the more 
we come to know Him, the more we, too, 
will say, “Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power be unto... . the Lamb 
for ever and ever.” Pray for the Africa 
Inland Mission, Brooklyn, N. Y, 





Tues.—Luke 9:28-36. 
The Voice on the Mount. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “There came a 
voice out of the cloud, saying, This is 
my beloved Son: hear him.” God's com- 
mendation of His only begotten Son, at 
His baptism, commended His life up to 
and through His temptations and bap- 
tism. The same voice from Heaven on 
the Mount called attention not only to 
His God-pleasing life, but to the sacred- 
ness and paramount importance of His 
teaching. As the first disciples were 
called upon to hear Him, and later to 
teach others to observe His teaching, so 
we, too, must hear Him, and as He said, 
“What the Spirit saith unto the 
churches.” Pray for the Algiers Mission 
Band, El Biar, Algiers, North Africa. 


Wed.—John 12:23-30. 
The Voice Heard Again. 
Prayer SuceéesTions: “Father, glorify 
thy name. Then came there a voice 
from heaven, saying, I have both glori- 
fied it, and will glorify it again.” Three 
times from Heaven the Father attested 
to the holy life of His holy child Jesus. 
But greater honors are yet to come to 
Him when He returns to earth in the 
glory of His Father, and with the holy 
angels. If He was so glorious when His 
Godhead shone out through the veil of 
His flesh, what will be the glory of the 
unveiled Christ? (See Rev. 1:7.) Pray 
for the American Committee for the 
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USED GOSPEL TENT {5.7.29 cie3: 
complete; very reasonable. Write Mayfair Primitive 
Methodist Church, c/o Rev. J. W. Reseigh, 4028 
Teesdale Street, Philadelphia 36, Pa. 


FOR RENT by week or month: One room effi- 
: ciency apartment, sleeps 4, lake 

privileges 20 miles north of Tampa, off U. S.°41. Arno 
uenich, Route 1, Box 213 B, Lutz, Florida. 








° New Opportunity to give 


Ci them a gospel witness by 
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Favorites of 


Yesterday—Today—Tomorrow 


A truly favorite collection of 364 gospel 
hymns chosen from the albums of the 
past, from the best-loved favorites of 
today, and from a nation-wide prize 


Revised 


song contest with its candidates for 
‘favorites of tomorrow.’’ Musical rich- 
mess and spiritual appeal that will 
strengthen your congregational sing- 


ing. 


Provides 30 Brand-New Selections 


National Song Contest 


From almost 2000 new and unpublished 
gospel songs, submitted by..over 1200 
entrants, a total of 31 prize winners are 
included in a special section of this 
exciting new book. An excellent variety 
of singable numbers from the zestful, 
power-packed Sunday school song to 
the heart-warming, dignified church 


hymn. 
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sEvengelization of the Greeks, Inc., New ¢ 
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His Glory. From Eternity. 


PRAYER SucceEsTioNns: “The glory which 
I had. with thee before the world was.” 
Only God manifest in flesh could be our 
Saviour. It was necessary from every 
consideration of the problem.of our eter- 
nal salvation that the eternal Son should 
incarnate Himself in mortal flesh in or- 
der to redeem us by His blood from all 
iniquity. It was necessary for God, the 
party of the first part, to die as to the 
flesh for,sinful man, the party of the 
second part. No third party could be 
offered as a sacrifice for the second party 
(man) by the first party (God). The 
Gospel is. the sweetest story ever told. 
God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself. Pray for the China Bible 
Seminary, ;:Talladego, Ala, 

Fri—John 2:1-11. His Glory Manifested. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This beginning 
of miracles did Jesus;in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth his glory.” This 
first of infallible proafs of Christ’s deity 
effected faith in His first disciples, They 
“believed on him” there. Added to this 
must be miracles of healing and rais- 
ing the dead, and His,own resurrection 
and ascension to Heaven, and the gift 
of the Spirit. He whe was on equality 
with. God, the blessed Jesus, deserves 
and shall have divine worship forever- 
more. Pray for the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance, New York. 

Sat.—John 1:6-14. 
“We ... Beheld His Glory.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth.” John and many of his 
disciples and others beheld the “glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” John 
the Baptist called Him “the Lamb of 
God” and “The bridegroom” and “Son of 
God.” Blessed are the eyes that see Him 
by faith! Pray for poor China. 


Sun.—2 Peter 1:10-18. 
Eyewitnesses of His Majesty. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We... were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.” The 
apostles were not credulous men, They 
were naturally slow of heart to be- 
lieve all that the prophets had said, 
and all that Christ told them. It 
took the resurrection of Christ from 
the dead, and forty days with Him 
after that, hearing Him and handling 
Him and eating with Him, to bring 
them to faith that it was none other 
than God manifest in the flesh that 
they had companied with those few 
years. They were the first Chris- 
tians; and only those who believe that 
Jesus is the Christ and that God hath 
raised Him from the dead have a 
right to be called Christians, for only 
such shall be saved. Pray for the 


Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society, Chicago, 


1953 























